24                             THE HINDU AT HOME,
" O God of gods ! 0 great God ! Be gracious unto us, 0 supreme God 1 Preserve us, 0 preserve us, Lord of the universe ! Yea evermore preserve us ! Home happiness and domestic joys, Do thou ever increase unto us.**
After this is over, presents of cloths and jewels, according to the ability of the house-owner, are given to the chief workmen who have been engaged in the erection of the building. It is now quite a custom in India for chief workmen to be thus rewarded, and even some Europeans follow the ideas of the country, so far as to give a jewel or two to the chief workmen after any important building work is finished. The ceremonies of the day are concluded with a blessing after the following manner. A metal dish with coloured rice is produced, and some of the attendant Brahmins take a handful of this, and having repeated mantrams, cast the rice into the cloth of the house-owner who holds up a corner of it for the purpose. This blessing consisting of quotations from the Vedas is a very long one. The concluding portion only is here given. The translation, in this ease, is a rather free one.
i ufefcgfa ii
" May thy life continue for a hundred years, and may thy mental and physical powers remain perfect for a hundred years."
The family priest then takes the rice, by handfuls, and pours it on the heads of the house-owner, his wife, his children and any relatives who may be present. On the following day there is a feast in the new house and, if the guests are numerous, an awning may be put up in the yard to accommodate them. When the owner is not.a Brahmin, his Brahmin guests will receive their portion of the feast in an uncooked form, and